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so doing provided a good argument for the Slovak anti-
Semites. The Slovak state lacks any basis of independence
and no doubt will collapse. The Hungarians hoped to
regain their lost territories and suppress the Slovaks still
more than before. The existence of the Slovak Jews is,
however, greatly endangered. Scarcely had the Slovaks
gained their independence than the first anti-Jewish
agitation commenced, and the Prague Government had
to intervene. As they could not take revenge on the
Hungarians, they made the Jews their scapegoat and
adopted terrible forms of persecution. As soon as the
world Press had reported the anti-Semitic excesses, the
Slovak Government, through its Press Chief, issued a
denial. Mach complained to me that by this the Jews
hindered the construction of Slovakia. My arguments
to the contrary fell on deaf ears, and Mach was offended
and tried to calm me down. On the occasion of the
Slovak national holiday, and again on Hitler's fiftieth
birthday, when the Jews were driven out of cafSs and
beaten up until they were senseless, we reported truthfully,
but the Slovak Government issued denials to Havas,
Reuter and even the German News Service. One day,
before my departure from Prague, terrible pogroms took
place at Trnava, where a certain Dr Miiller was seriously
injured, and even the bishop, Dr Jantausch, intervened
without success. Dr Miiller died, as no medical aid was
forthcoming. We, as foreign correspondents, had plenty
of opportunity to convince ourselves of the correctness
of these reports, and furthermore, our informants were
not only Christians but consular officials as well who were